The more things change...: the federal government's role in the evaluative sciences.
The unfortunate political history of the Agency for Health Care Policy and Research (AHCPR) illustrates the risks to the agencies attempting to evaluate the common practices of medicine and reform clinical decision making to take account of patients' preferences. The evaluative sciences have yet to regain the congressional attention they had when Senators George Mitchell and David Durenberger championed their cause. But the fundamental problems remain, and they are getting worse. Sooner or later Congress will need to revisit the debate over where in the federal government the evaluative sciences should find their base, and questions concerning the role of the National Institutes of Health (NIH) will be raised once again, as they were at the time of AHCPR's founding.